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A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR 

 
Dear Starkdale Family (Members, regular worship 

guests, and friends), 

Once again, I continue to thank God for your gracious 

contributions of your time, talents and financial gifts to 

Starkdale.  Thanks to your willingness to permit God to 

use you in Christ’s ministry, our church is now blessed 

beyond our expectations.  On Sunday, November 18, 

attending worship at both services totaled 226.  Teenag-

ers present were 17; children 19. The offering on that 

Sunday exceeded $11,000.  Moreover, on the eve of the 

same Sunday, the Youth fellowship, under the leader-

ship of Rev. Bobbyjon Bauman enrolled 27 young men 

and women, seven of whom were first-timers.  What 

was special about that Sunday?  Nothing!  But it is the 

evidence that as long as we are one, united in our pur-

pose of existence and in our goals, God is with us to 

bless us and multiply us to his glory.  The opposite is 

also true.  When the church is about people, about feel-

ings, hurts, and special interest agendas, it will become 

divided, cliquish, and will lose God’s presence and 

Spirit.  Many churches allowed that to happen.  That is 

why the Starkdale session is always careful and always 

intentionally and continuously in prayer for God’s 

Spirit to invade Starkdale and reign over it.  Praise 

God!!!  Our boasting is in the cross of Christ and in 

what Christ can do in us and through us.  Let us there-

fore never forget that. 

Very soon, we will be celebrating the birth of Jesus, not 

only in history, but most importantly in our hearts 

through the Spirit.  Those in Christ, in whose lives 

Christ has been born, will see to it that the church is 

forever his, about him, and for his glory.  Heaven is 

always rejoicing over young men and women from bro-

ken homes coming to know Jesus for the first time in 

their lives and attending church for the first time ever.  

Heaven’s joy over one sinner’s repentance is far more 

than its joy over an entire flock of 99 that have already 

been saved.  Heaven rejoices over a church that contrib-

utes toward the needs of the poor, supports local, na-

tional and international mission fields, teaches the 

scriptures regularly and faithfully, prays for the sick, 

the sorrowful, the lost, the oppressed, and those in dan-

ger. Heaven rejoices when church members are humble,  

 

spiritually mature, selfless, and always considering each 

other as better than themselves. 

So at the close of this year, and as a result of Christ’s birth 

in our hearts and lives, let us seek to mend wounds, for-

give and seek forgiveness, love even our enemies and pray 

for them, help the helpless, encourage the weak, and seek 

the lost.  These are the vital signs of healthy congrega-

tions. 

Of course, spiritual health, like physical and emotional 

health, comes from the Lord.  Without him it is impossible 

to be the church he wants to build.  The good news is that 

we understand all this.  Now what we need is to follow his 

lead, to go where God the Holy Spirit takes us next, no 

matter how risky it may be.  Heaven is the limit, literally, 

to what God can do. 

If you wish to be part of Christ’s team, follow biblical in-

structions of peace, unity and purity.  Come to worship, 

seek biblical knowledge, spend time praying, and go to the 

world and represent Christ through what you say, think 

and do.   If you are not ready to do so, or called to be so, 

ask God the Holy Spirit to empower you to fulfill these 

divine objectives.  He will guide you and show you the 

way in due time. 

May this Christmas then fill your hearts with Christ’s joy 

and peace, and may the New Year be packed with new 

opportunities for health, growth in the Lord, success in 

life, and dreams come true.    

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!    

                  Philip Makari  
The Four Sundays of Advent - 
December 2– Hope 
December 9—Light 
December 16—Joy 
December 23—Peace 
December 24-Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Worship Service at 8:00 P.M. 
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The Starkdale Youth Ministry and Ministry to all Youth and Young Adults is thriving.  The following is a brief summary of 

our progress through the leading of the Holy Spirit thus far: 

1. 20-30 Youth coming out to the meetings every Sunday night. 

2. Youth Praise band starts and plays every Sunday night and also leads a song on Sunday Morning.  We have between 8-

10   participants in the band. 

3. Launched a Children’s Ministry called Little Lambs (Pre-K-K), Covenant Kids (gr. 1-4), Kingdom Seekers (gr. 5-7),  

         Youth Alive (gr. 8-12) on Sunday mornings. 

4. The Covenant Kids group have memorized the first 12 catechism questions and almost half now know the books of the 

Bible.  They are also learning the Ten Commandments (with a song Bobbyjon wrote) and they will be memorizing a 

number of Bible verses in the coming weeks. 

5.      We have power point up and running for the music and teaching time in the youth room. 

6. We had around 25 youth and 25 adults at the “To Save A Life Movie” and have heard very positive feedback from a 

number of youth and parents.  We also had a number of young people attend as first time visitors. 

7. Rick and Melanie Carver will be launching a ministry to young adults soon.  The curriculum is based on the DVD  “A    

         Case For Faith” by Lee Strobel (former atheist turned Pastor). 

8       Jeanne Cox has been helping out every Sunday as our female youth leader and has been doing a wonderful job. 

9.     We have 26 people signed up for the “Toby Mac” concert in Pittsburgh on Dec. 16 th. 

10. We had a special night Nov. 11th on “Peer Pressure” which involved having two Bethany College baseball players      

        who shared their testimony.  One of our own group stood up and shared his testimony since he was so moved by what      

        the baseball players had to say.  Rick Carver also shared on the topic and did a great job as well. 

STARKDALE YOUTH MINISTRY 

We had another awesome evening on Sunday night, 

October 25,  with our largest attendance to that date for 

our “All Hallows Eve” party with 22 students. Almost 

everyone dressed up and we gave prizes for the persons 

whose  costumes were deemed the most creative 

(Olivia, Megan), scariest (David, Isaac), most original 

(Sam), cutest (Gina, Abbey), Cool/Weirdest (Andrew, 

Madison), Most Athletic (Michael, Nathan), Prettiest 

(Saharah, Alayna, Ally).  The overall best costume went 

to Olivia for her “Alice in Wonderland” inspired cos-

tume.  We also played “pumpkin” bowling and hit the 

“ghost” piñata. Pastor Bobbyjon spoke on the topic of 

the history of “All Hallows Eve” on which Halloween 

is based and how people throughout history celebrated 

those who died for Christ (the martyrs) by dressing up 

like them and had a feast day to celebrate their lives.  

The youth worship team sang the song “10,000 Rea-

sons” during the 11 A.M. service which was well re-

ceived by the congregation.   

Sunday night, November 4, our lesson was  “Dealing 

with Peer Pressure” .  Our special guests were two base-

ball players from Bethany University who shared their 

testimony on how they are able to live/stand up for 

their faith in the midst of a hostile culture.   

We had over fifty people here to view “To Save A 

Life” Movie event with pizza, popcorn, and pop on 

November 11.   

And finally, we had even more young people come out 

for our meeting on November 18 as we discussed 

“Family Issues”.   

The Starkdale Youth led all aspects of the 11 A.M. 

worship service on Sunday,  November 25.  It was a 

beautiful Spirit led service. 

Many of our young people took part in the Winters-

ville Christmas Parade, handing out Starkdale informa-

tional pamphlets and goodies to the parade crowd. 

The Sunday School programs are growing.  Both the 

teachers and children are greatly enjoying their lessons 

and interacting with one another during the Sunday 

School Hour.  The new “Young Adults Ministry” 

kicked off  on Sunday, November 25.  All young peo-

ple ages 19-45 are welcome to attend this time of fel-

lowship, refreshments and sound Biblical teaching. 

Little Lambs 



December Birthdays: 

2 Nicole McKenzie 

3 Rick Patterson 

      Don Vandeborne 

4 Evelyn Bodor 

7    Shannon Starr 

8 Tom Cox 

 R.J. Stewart, Jr. 

10 Denise Miller 

11 Stu Stukins 

 Jeff Shimon 

 Rachel Peterson 

10 Linda Stuller 

11 Joyce Palmer 

17 George Huber, Jr. 

18 Betty Vujnovic 

     Terri Throckmorton 

20 Russell Wickham 

21 Joan Copeland 

23 Rick Baker 

      Rodney Louk 

24  Jennifer Starr 

25  Bud Wickham 

27 John Parkinson 

 R.J. Stewart 

28 Sarah Wickham 

30 Leanne Pendleton 

 Helen Bayne 

 Devin Ferguson 

 Scott Binkiewicz 

 

December Anniversaries: 

3 Howard and Judy Cooper 

9 Conrad and Ruth Carson 

17 Steve and Felecia Elliott 

23 Don and Dianna Vandeborne 

31  Chris and Kelly Dopp 

Welcome to our new members: 

October 28, 2012 

Dr. Robert Archer 

Christina Archer   

Brian Archer  

Renee Bauman   

Faith Bauman   

Emily Bauman   

Isaac Bauman    

Harold Kuckuck  

Josetta Kuckuck   

Scott Murison  

Miranda Parkinson 

November 4, 2012 

Betty J. Braun  

November 18, 2012 

Tony Morelli  

November 25, 2012 

Mary Beth Freshwater  

 

The November soup kitchen served 

63 people.  The menu consisted of 

Salisbury steak, mashed potatoes, 

carrots, fruit cocktail and cakes from 

Two Ridges Presbyterian Church. 

Serving the meal were Andy Celes-

tin, Jo Copeland, John Criss, Robbie 

France, and Stu Stukins. 

 

Serving the congregation in  December and January are: 

Deacons 

December:  Suzanne Brown, Christina Bube, Rick Carver, Bob Daily 

and  Kelly Dopp 

January:  Chrstina Bube, Laura Chanoski,  Kim Felmet, Steve Orwick 

and David Turkaly 

Elders 

December :  Administration—John Parkinson 

January—Worship:  Carolyn Glaub and Denise MIller 
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JANUARY 

2 CarolynLee Barrett 

 David Turkaly 

5 Ruth Carson 

7 George Allan 

      Jeff Criss 

10 Marlene Almond 

11 Joshua Orwick 

12 Laura Daily 

13 Lori Kinney 

 Ann Huff 

14 Bethanie Bube 

15 Sharon Patterson 

16 Mary Louise Morgan  

17 Adam Wickham 

 Margaret Stewart 

18 Olivia Chanoski 

19 Sandee Huber 

22 Leah Ferguson 

23 Colton Giusto 

25 Bob Oklok 

 Beverly Wyman 

 Judith Cooper 

27 Vickey Makari 

29 Robbie France 

 

January Anniversaries: 

6   Doug and Charlene Freshwater 



 

OUTREACH COMMISSION NEEDS YOUR 

COOKIES! 

As we prepare for our 2nd Annual Live Nativity 

we are once again asking our talented 

‘Starkdalian’ bakers to donate cookies for the 

fellowship to follow the presentation.  

Please bring your cookies to the church any time 

during the week of December 10th and place 

your cookies in the freezer.  We ask that you 

mark the container ‘Live Nativity’.  

Last year’s assortment of cookies was a delight 

to all who attended. 

Thank you and God Bless, 

Jane Gambos 

Cindy Sagrilla 
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2ND ANNUAL LIVE NATIVITY 

Starkdale is proud to present our 2nd Annual Live Nativ-

ity on December 16, 2012. The presentation celebrating 

the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, will be 

repeated at 30 minute intervals from 5-8 p.m. (5:00, 

5:30,6:00,6:30,7:00, and 7:30 p.m.), each followed by a 

time of fellowship and refreshments.  New this year will 

be a drop-off point near the building and a shuttle ser-

vice to and from Riesbeck’s parking lot.  And we have 

Dave Hindman from World Radio who has graciously 

volunteered to help with us with our outside sound sys-

tem at the manager scene. 

Back this year are Rachel and Sarah as the Inn Keepers 

at the ‘no rooms for rent’ Bethlehem Inn.  The scene at 

the Inn has been developed and promises a few sur-

prises. 

Bob Burns returns as our lead shepherd in the Sanctuary 

where the narration of the birth of Jesus begins.  The 

Starkdale Choir will be angels again this year along with 

the return solo by Olivia Chanoski.  Keith Murdock has 

also agreed to lend his voice as a solo in this year’s pres-

entation. 

As the guests are led outside, the manager scene will 

once again consist of Mary (Laura Chanoski) Joseph 

(Eddie Chanoski) and baby Jesus along with live ani-

mals.  Angels will complete the narration and the Three 

Kings will make an appearance and bear gifts for all in 

attendance.   

Most of the costumes worn by cast members were hand 

made by Sharon Petrilla and Ella Jane Burns.  Approxi-

mately 30 members of the congregation participated in 

the performance last year either by acting or helping be-

hind the scenes.  We are hoping that more volunteer this 

year.   

Jane Gambos, the director of the program,  states “Our 

goal is to bring Christ back into Christmas and reach out 

to the community”.  The event is free.  

Approximately 200 people from the community attended 

last year and we are hoping for even more this year.  

Please help us spread the word about this wonderful 

Christmas experience.   

If you have any questions or are interested in helping 

please contact Jane Gambos or Cindy Sagrilla. 

God Bless, 

Cindy Sagrilla 

Outreach Commission 
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Never in my 23 years 

at Starkdale have I seen 

such growth in our 

choir.  We are up to 30 

members, with growth 

in each section (Soprano, Alto, Tenor, 

Bass).  Our Westminster Shorter Cate-

chism says our main purpose in life is to 

“glorify God and enjoy Him forever”.  

What better way to do that than to join 

your voice with ours in singing God’s 

praises.  Even the rehearsals are fun!  We 

meet in the sanctuary Wednesdays at 7:15 

P.M. You are always welcome! 

Carolyn Glaub 

The Starkdale Choir sings every Sunday at the 11 A.M.. worship service.  You can also hear their “angelic” voices fill-

ing the night sky at the “Live Nativity” on December 16, and they are sure to sound Heavenly at the Christmas Eve 

Service, December 24th at 8 P.M. 

Sunday School News 

Vickey Makari and Audrey Kerr’s Sunday School classes will return 

to their usual times beginning Sunday, December 2.  There is now a 

place for everyone in Sunday School.  From the tiniest baby to the 

oldest saint and everyone in between!   

Sunday School is a time to study God’s Word and relavant topics in 

depth in a safe, loving environment.  The classes provide fellowship 

with peers and a time to interact and really get to know the fellow 

believers in our church family. 

So, if you haven’t all ready, give Sunday School a try!  We think 

you’ll be hooked.  Sunday School is conveniently timed between the 

two worship services.  If you attend the 8:30 service, you can just 

stay over a little longer for Sunday School, or if you prefer the 11 

A.M. service, just come a little early!  You’ll be glad you did! 

 

PARENTS NIGHT OUT 

The Fellowship Commission will host 

the “Parents Night Out” on Saturday, 

December 8 from 4 –9 p.m. at the 

church.  This special evening provides 

child care for children ages 2-12 years 

old so that the parents may have some 

time to themselves during this busy holi-

day season. 

Please RSVP by December 2 to the 

church office at 264-5309.  The Com-

mission will need to know the names of 

your children and their ages. 

Food, fun and games for the kids will be 

provided throughout the evening. 
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Almost thirty years ago, Doris Barnhouse and Frances Dornbush 

developed the Prayer Chain at Starkdale Presbyterian Church.  

The chain is a telephone tree consisting of volunteer groups.  

Each volunteer prayer group has a captain and 5 members of 

Starkdale women who pray for any requested aid. 

Prayers are requested for anyone, in need for healing, sorrow, 

case of sufferings, blessings, new life, or troubles. 

Request for prayers should be phoned into the chairperson.  She 

will relay the message to the minister and captains and the chain 

will begin.  Each person will offer a prayer after the phoning is 

accomplished.  Do you or someone you know have need, a prob-

lem, a worry?  Call DeDe Foley at 282-5074 to have the need 

placed on the chain. 

Captains of teams are Helen Unsold, Ella Jane Burns, Birney 

Wells, and Doris Wickham.  The captain substitute is Janet 

Stukins. 

The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.  

 James 5:16 

The Starkdale congregation 

wishes to tell of their appre-

ciation and grateful recogni-

tion to Ruth Carson who has faithfully been 

preparing bread for our communion ser-

vices for 29 years. 

The baking of the communion bread has 

been a tradition in Ruth’s family for three 

generations.  Her mother, Lucille Porter 

Allan, made the bread for many years and 

before her, Jessie Pearl Porter (Ruth’s 

Grandma), prepared the bread.  The tradi-

tion began in 1947, the same year that the 

Starkdale United Presbyterian Church was 

incorporated. 

Thank you, Ruth for your faithfulness to 

this ministry.   

The Starkdale Prayer Chain—by DeDe Foley 

HYMNFEST REPORT 

The Annual Hymnfest was a huge success  as many people joined to-

gether in singing of congregational  hymns and listened to many talented 

area choirs and groups raise their voices in Praise to God.  The Hymnfest 

is planned each year by Mr. Paul Visyak.  This year’s offering was do-

nated to “Abigail’s Angels”.  Abigail was present at the Hymnfest to 

greet the congregation.  Many Thank You’s need to be offered to the 

many folks who worked so hard to make the Hymnfest a success.  

Thanks to Rev. Dr. Philip Makari for the invocation and benediction, 

Bob Burns who served as Master of Ceremonies, Eleanor Drazich for the 

beautiful vases of flowers that beautified the platform, Ruth Carson and 

her “crew” who provided the refreshments and did all the set up and 

clean up in the fellowship hall,  and Wayne Hackathorne for providing 

his photographic expertise.  Special thanks to all who participated by 

singing or playing an instrument, from Starkdale they included the choir, 

Pastor Bobbyjon, Faith and Emily Bauman, and the Four Friends.  A to-

tal of  $1,840.00 was given by the congregation and will be used to fur-

ther the research for a cure of RDH-12. 

.MITTEN TREE 

The Urban Mission is once again this year ask-

ing for our help to supply gloves, hats, scarves, 

socks and mittens (new items only please) to 

children in need. 

Please place your items on the Christmas 

tree in the Narthex anytime from now until 

December 16, 2012.  The Outreach Com-

mission will deliver the items to the Mis-

sion. 

Thank you and God Bless, 

Cindy Sagrilla and the Outreach Commis-

sion 

 

The Christmas Program will 

be held during the 11 A.M. 

worship service on Sunday, 

December 9.  The program 

will include lots of your favor-

ite carols and congregational 

singing.   

Christmas Carolers from Starkdale will visit 

our shut-ins on Saturday, December 15.  

Please meet in the church parking lot at 8:00 

A.M.  Rick Patterson is the leader of this fun 

and important ministry. 
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STARKDALE YOUTH MINISTRY SCHEDULE: 

Dec. 2    “Tough Issues #2—Friend Issues” 

Dec. 9    “Tough Issues #3—Sex and Dating Issues” 

Dec. 15—Toby Mac Concert 

Dec. 16—Christmas Party—6:00—8:00 p.m. 

Dec. 23, 30 and January 6 –Vacation time for stu-

dents—No SYM meetings. 

January 13—Touch Issue #4—”God Issues” 

The Starkdale Youth Ministry continues to 

grow with each passing week!  (above) 

(left), Some of the female singers in the 

Starkdale Youth Band.  The group leads in 

“praise and worship” music at each Stark-

dale meeting of the Youth Ministry and the 

“Youth Led Praise” at the 11 A.M. Sunday 

Worship Service. 



FLOCK TALK 

David Eft, son of Rob and Suzie Eft were married October 17, 2012 in Las Vegas, Nevada.  David is the grandson 

of Mary Lois Eft.  Congratulations to the happy couple! 

Congratulations to Erin and Joshua Dennis on the birth of their first child—Madilynn Rose Dennis, born October 

4, 2012 in Murrell’s Inlet, SC.  Lynn Mikesell is the proud grandmother and Helen Unsold is the proud great 

grandmother.. 

You Can Help!   Charity Hospice Christmas Poinsettia Tree project is in need of helpers from November 
19th thru Christmas Eve during Ft. Steuben Mall Hours.  They are requesting volunteers; individuals or 
groups; to sit at the tree, take donations and greet people.  More info can be received by calling 264-2280 
Monday—Friday 8 a.m.—4 p.m.  Please ask for Steve.  And Merry Christmas from Charity Hospice! 
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Dear Starkdale family, 

    Thanks for all your love and support at the Community Star dinner. We appreciate all the cards and congratula-

tions.  We are so blessed to have you all in our lives.   

Love and Prayers , 

Tom and Suzanne Brown 

 

I want to thank all those who were involved in the Starkdale Chicken Grill and raising a total 

of $2,181.75 for Abigail's Angles.  Thanks to all who helped make it a successful dinner.   

Also, thanks to those involved in the Starkdale Hymnfest that raised a total of $1,840.00 for 

Abigail's Angels.  What a wonderful evening of beautiful music! 

The members of the RDH12 Fund for Sight group wish to pass along their “thank-you” for helping to raise money to 

fund research for our cause.  Your continued prayers are greatly appreciated. 

God Bless you all, 

Lori Kinney 

 

Dear Starkdale Friends, 

Thanks so much for the prayers, cards, calls, flowers and support during my recent bout with health problems.  I ap-

preciate all your caring and thoughtfulness.  Please continue to keep me in your prayers. 

Marlene Rhueff 

Kayla Huff is being inducted into the Junior Beta club at Edison School.  David Kinney, Jr. who is a member of the 

club participated in the ceremony.     

Courtenay Bube , Kayla Huff, and David Kinney, Jr., all made the basketball team at Edison!  Bryce Throckmorton, 

(grandson of Donna and Fred Huff) will be wrestling this season on the Indian Creek team!   

Bryce and Dave Throckmorton and Michael Ford  made first place in their baseball league. 

Congratulations to all our young athletes and scholars!  The entire Starkdale Congregation is proud of you!! 

Jennifer Kawai Dove, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Kent Dove, granddaughter of Mr. and Mrs. Franklin T. Merryman, 

and niece of Franklin C. Merryman, represented the Junior Class on the Sanderson High School Homecoming Court 

on September 21, in Raleigh, NC. 

On Sunday, November 11,  the church had two unexpected but very welcomed visitors.  They were Rev. Dr. James 

and Anne Nimmo.  Jim has retired.  He still resides in Florida.  It was great to see them again. 

Do you have stockings to fill this Christmas?  Don’t forget about the conven-

ience of the Starkdale Scrip Program!  Purchase your gift cards from  many 

retailers conveniently and in one place after the worship service in the fellow-

ship hall.  Save yourself the hassle of the crowds, and benefit Starkdale’s mis-

sion at the same time. 
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Starkdale Presbyterian Church 

Come Worship With Us! 

Autumn Worship Schedule  

 

Sunday Morning 8:30 and 11 A.M. 

Sunday School at 9:30 A.M.. for 

all ages 

Bible Studies—Tuesday at 10 a.m. 

Wednesday at 6 p.m. 

Starkdale Youth Ministry—every 

Sunday at 6 p.m. 

 

Pastor:                                 Rev. Dr. Philip Makari 

Associate Pastor of Youth 

And Young Adults:             Rev. Bobbyjon Bauman 

Director of Music:               Carolyn Glaub  

Organist: Stephan Carroll  

Nursery Director:                 Sharon Patterson 

Treasurer:                             Mary Bohach 

Assistant Treasurer:             Ruth Carson  

Office Manager:                   Rose Mary Grimm 

Chimes Editor:                         Doris Wickham 

Chimes Staff:                        Mary Coleman 

                                              Esther Harris   

                                              Mary Jane Ritson 

                                              Dolores Visyak   

 


